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Meet and Greet W|th ACl's Warden Randall Wllllams

By William M.

O n September 17, 2025. Warden Willkams hit the beat right on  with me?”
time at the meet and greet in the wisitation room at ACIL. Vol

unteers, program leaders, and staff gathered to bolster, unify, and
support South Carolina's only Character-Based Insfitution (CBI).
Also in attendance was Interim Deputy Director of Programs,
Reentry. and Rehabilitation Lisa En = e
yon, s vl s laga o 0s- MELT el b T

lison. and Associate Warden of Pro- ~ evolve, there are going o be changes and

2 : the changes are going 1o be for the better
grams Yvonne Wilkins-Smith. The ACI We will support Allendale’s efforts as a

choir opened \mh a song and Major ”m M%ﬂ! a8 e %&m charactee institution.”

Brabham provided the invocation. Engran's closing re-
Taking center stage, Warden mark was an answer

Interim Deputy Director Engram spoke about better com-
munication. She focused on weliness of residents and staff, while
also supporting reentry programs and supporting Williams in the

__ changes he plans to mplement. She re-
= minds us 1o remember “Why you do what

i “ : & _ oo | Basketball ?
Wilkams remarked, “If | had to be in- AL, o Warden Williams' |

carcerated, | would want to be at ACL" | ,% w MC’L o invitation: "I will play | Peekeeping 2
He announced that the Department of —-— . oy ath you’ Drama Club 3
Correcbions would be refurning ACI's 1 “IERE c

Volunteers Slories on Stage 3
" seemed very opimstic | oec a
~ about the announce-

= ments today. When

= asked ahout how he Breast Cancer 5
feit about the meet and Veterans Day

greet, Volunteer John |

Handfield of Whereis  |Sedtatthae Table &
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CBl status. SCDC Director Joel Ander
son, Deputy Director of Operations 'Y
Dennis Patterson, and Lisa Engram ¥ ’_,' g
commissioned the institution to arange 2RCa%
a new variation on the CBI theme first gl
meorporated by Warden Joon Pate in
2011, Williams plans to revitalize high-
quality programming to include a safer environment and rehabull

Second Stoees 4

tation as well as teaching vocational skills for reentry. God Christian Ministry said, °| was totally | ¢ gheehood !
impressed with the viewpomt of the new = :
Volunteers offer essential resources which are often warden since he is faith-based and program |75 °

unavailable in prison and help bridge the gap between the incar-  oriented. it really excites me.” | Poinsenas 8
cerated community and society. The plan, according to Wiliams, :
is ko conduct the rebuilding of programs at ACH like a symphony
orchestra. The components of the ensemble will compnse of vol-
unteers, staff, residents, and headquarters. A new composition s
being written at ACI and Williams asked, "Do you want 1o play

As the ACI choir played us out, all | Wigdlesworth g
indications point to Warden Williams being
the Master conductor that ACI needed to
sing the praises of programs once again. | Program Center
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ACI All Stars “Broke Loose” Against Break Loose Basketball Tournament

ACI All Stars Beats Break Loose Ministries in 66-56 Victory
By Michael T.

t was a great day for basketball as residents and volunteers

filled the gym on Cctober 3, 2025, 1o walch the ACI All Stars
Basketball Team versus Break Loose Ministries. Break Loose 1s
cut of Charleston, SC, and has been competing against other
SCOC facilives for the last fifteen years as well as in Florida, Ken-
tucky, and Michigan.

At the half, BLM was down by six, With ten minules left
to play, BLM had yet to catch up. ACI stole the victory wath 3 ten
point lead of 66-56 at the final, Coach Preston Ellison's wgorous
training wath the All Stars paid off. They worked extensively for the
past two months leading up o the tournament. The ACI All Stars
are now 2-0 against BLM.

When asked why they cheose fo play basketball against
incarcerated individuals, BLM player Matt Pridgen stated that ‘We  “We love inmates and play basketball to
love inmates and play basketball to bring the message of Jesus * bring the message of Jesus.” ~Matt Pridgen
During the half time, Pridgen gave an encouraging word o resi-
dents. BLM plays at Allendale twice each year and hopes to re-
tum in early 2026.

ACI Beekeepers Buzz into Second Place at SC State Fair
By Daniel J.

D uring the middle of October 2025, the ACI Beekeeping pro- a5 a Joumneymen. Once participants obtain a total of three years
gram showcased a display board made by Resident Joshua  of expenence, they are considered a Master beekeeper,
P. at the South Carolina State Fair vaulting themselves into sec- When asked how often he gets stung, Bommer surpeis-
ond place for their hard work. ingly stated, “l only get stung once or twice per year and the aver-
Volunteer Wes Bommer has over thiry years of expen-  age beekeeper shouldn't get stung more than twice per year."” Al
ence as a beekeeper and began volunteering with the beekeep-  age 81, Bommer looks forward to coming to ACI each Thursday
ing program at ACH therleen years ago. For the last ten years, and plans to continue, health permitting.
Bommer has allowed the ACI beekeepers to compete in the state
fair. Each year, the SC Beekeepers Association President se-
lects a topic and then bee-
keeping residents are given
the opportunity to create a
trifold
There are currently
fifteen active residents in-

ing program. Participants
are given the opportunity to
become a certified bee-
keeper after raising bees for
one year. After two years,
they can earn certfication




Drama Club Live Comedy Event

By Daniel J.

he Drama Club held a live comedy show event on August 21

2025, in the Multi-purpose building which included musx,
comedy, and singing. Antonio M. and Aloynius H. started the
show by engaging the audience 10 sing “An't No Love." Jermaine
J. told jokes such as “God made
you special and don't you forget
that. I'm gonna be the first strip-
per that gets pad to keep his
clothes on.”

Phil L. sang a rendition
of Fresh Prince of Bel Air Hillbdly style where he discussed what
life was like in the big city of Pickens, SC. Steven S. discussed
what life was like before cel phones. He shared the frustrabons
of frying to call his girifriend on a rotary dial phone and how he
had to talk to his girifnend’s whole family before he could talk to
her, thatis, if you can get the girifriend on the phone.

Ronald M. shared that “The early bird gels the worm, the

Stories on Stage

An Outstanding Premiere Event
By Sofia C.

he ACI Orama Club premiered its best event m years. On

Wednesday, October 9th, 2025, Stones on Stage brought
four residents onto a stage set up in the Multi-purpose building,
for what the Drama Club hopes can become a monthly event
Residents from across the yard came to vatness some of the most
impactful testimony ever given at Allendale.

After the audsence was seated with a cup of hot tea, the
first speaker rolled onto the stage,

Jerel M., a Toastmaster. program lead- ) honestly couldn’t believe it. The
doctor was telling me that I'd never
walk again. | was 18.” ~Jerel M.

er, and frendly nesghborhood mtellec-
tual, told his story first. As a child, Jerel
had difficulties in scheol, difficulties
that led to being kicked out on the
same year he would have graduated. He lived life on the streets,
and not much later, he committed a crime. After trying to run from
the police one day, Jerel woke up in the hospital. He said, “I hon-
estly couldn't believe it. The doctor was telling me that I'd never
walk again. | was 18." Now in a wheel chair and serving years in
prison, Jerel fineshed his story by remembering a conversation
with his mother. She said, “You remember when you messed up
and had 1o repeal the 8" grade? | was with you then, and I'm with

second mouse gets the cheese, and if God wanled me Lo touch
my loes, then He'd have put them on my knees.” He also dis-
cussed his milestone of being three years clean from drugs n the
next nine days.

Dunng the intermassion, Bobby J.

“The early bird gets the worm, the second .1 ponald 11 shared an original song titled
mouse gets the cheese, and if God wanted .5, s Grace” that Ronald wrote while incar-
me to touch my toes, then He'd have put
them on my knees.” ~Ronald M.

ceratedd at McComick Cl. Ronald M. played
quitar while Bobby J. played keyboard and
sang vocals,

Darius N. served as the Emeee while Comelius D and

Danny M. ran sound, Rodney M. oversaw production of the evenl
as Drama Club Program Leader,

This event served as an inspiration to find laughler and
humor in the midst of difficult and trying circumstances and no
matter how hard situalions seem, when we come together, we
can overcome any obstacke with comedy

you now."

Following Jerel, Rodney M., the leader of the Drama
Club, sat down in front of the black curtain. He toid the story of his
marriage, his devotion to his wife and two step daughters, and
how it all fell apart. Entitied Emotional Inlefigence Deficiency,
Rodney's story underlined the regrel and sadness so many of the
audience members shared. It was tis struggle wath addiction that
led to prison for Rodney. He shared, "I
had some issues, and alcohol made
sure that those issues came o the
forefront.” But Rodney's story wasn't
all bad. Now sober and changed with
the help of the character program, he
has healed from his past. For many years, Rodney had placed the
blame elsewhere, but now he has enough emotional intelligence
to realize that “She was not to blame for my addiction. My addic-
tion was the result of not being able to deal with rejection

Stories on Stage Cont'donp. 5



Jumpstart Your Life Purpose with Christ

By Daniel J.

J umpstan participants. volunteers, and
staff hiled the wisitation room on Octo-
ber 27", 2025, 10 celebrate 43 graduates
who completed the faith-based program.
Besides the graduates, there were an addi-
tional 19 people recognized as serving on
the resident leadership team.

Resident Steven P. slated,
“Jumpstart has a 96% success rate and is
in 19 of South Carchina's 21 pnsons. Gor-
don C., who served as the Master of Cere-
monies and as Jumpstart Inside Adminis
trator Liaison, explained what Jumpstart
meant o him in hes opening remarks. Resi-
dent Rob C. gave his testimonial, remark-
ing that he “gives God the glory. | struggled
with anieety and depression and never
Ihought God could get to me through these
walls. Jumpstart has taught me how o
conduct myself in 3 pnson environment to
tear those walls down. God is calling us to
be leaders in our families and communi-
ties.”

Jumpstart Leader Antonio M. wel-
comed guest speaker Pastor Tim Murray,
Director of the Jumpstart SC Transitional
Program. Murray related to residents by
shanng that he was sentenced to 15 years

A Seat at the Table

ACI Transitions into Vocational Facility

By Daniel J.

CDC Dwector Joel Anderson and ACI

Warden Randall Wilkams will trans-
form Allendale into a vocational facility.
Williams previously served at ACI as the
Associate Warden of Programs from 2013
to 2017. He has also served as Warden at
Lieber and had intentions of domng some-
thing similar to the character program at
Aliendale that Warden Pate created dunng
his tenure at Licber by creating a program
called Going Home for Good to make a
difference in the agency.

By January 2026, residents and
staff will be stepping into the Program Cen-
ter and will have the opportunity to make
ACI great again. Once things have gotten
situated in the Program Center, Warden
Wilkams intends fo tum the Prison Indus-

back in 2008 and was released from prison
in 2019 afier serving time at McCormick CI.
The theme of hes message came from Isai-
ah 43:1419 (NLT) “For | am about to do

something new. See | have already begun.
Do you not see it? | will make a pathway
through the wildemess " He fold the audi

ence that “In ife, there's always winners
and losers. We have already won. We
have triumphed through Christ Jesus. Re-
alize that He's got His hand on every one
of us.” Murray shared that he was blessed
to eam a college education while incarcer-
ated.

After volunteers and staff distrib.
uted the certificates to graduates, Dr, Cary
Sanders, CEQ of Jumpstart SC, shared an

tries 11 (P1) building
into & vocational cen-
ter where residents
have the opportunity to leam new career
skills o include, but nol limited to: welding,
plumbing, HVAC, electrical, small engine
repair, fork iift safety, barbering, culinary
ants, carpentry, and COL. William states
that he “feels that ACI is fertile ground to
accomplish this.”

In order for this goal to work, Di-
rector Anderson and Warden Williams will
have to mag it out so they can plan
smoothly in this initiative. Williams encour-
ages residents with no release date o
serve as teacher assistants (TA's) in the
vecational classes to help those nearning
release with two years or less gain the ca-

acronym for the word Jumpstart: Just Us-
ing the Master's Plan Staying True After
Release Time

During the course, these men
followed a 40-week guide centered on dis
covering God's purpose for their lives.

The Mission: Befieving God's fu-
lure 15 greater lhan our past.

_ recidivism in our state and nation.

The Core Values: Responsibilily,

. Accountability, and Authority

Jumpstart graduates who remain

L discphnary-free until release qualify for a

transitional program that helps with tempo-
rary housing, transportation, employment
opportunities, and various counseling ser-
vices. Graduates Sergio M. and David H.
were released from ACH this year and are
now successfully reaping the benefits of
the fransitional program. Men are placed
into a five-bedroom house where each
person has their own space while sharing a
bathroom, kitchen, and living area.

ACI plans to start the next
Jumpslar class in January 2026,

reer skills necessary to break the back of
recxdivism by prowiding them with vocation-
al certifications and licensure. Director An-
derson has agreed to hire instructors to
teach these vocational classes so that resi-
dents can obtain a Journeymen certificate
prior to release to increase the probability
of helping them find a job much easier
compared fo someone who does not. Wil-
hams remarked, “The next billionaires are
coming from electricians and welders,” so
now s the ime 10 embrace the Direclor's
vision.



Stories on Stage Cont'd fromp. 3

Kamell E., the third speaker, gave what some said was the best
story of the day. As a child, Kamell often spent time with his
grandma, visiting her on the weekends. Although she was very
peor, she made sure o entertain Kamell, taking him to walk
through the town as she paid bills. She always made sure that
Kamell had a good dinner and even a snack. Every day his
grandma would clean floor after fioor, and when Kamell visited,
she gave him all she coukd, even out of her owm plate. One day,
after Kamedl fimshed his dinner and went outside to play, he came
back and saw his grandma eating what he had left on his plate,
picking the chicken bones clean afler bum. Although he was a
child, it was then that Kamell realized he could help, and the next
week, he had enough 1o treal his grandma for the first time, His
message was louching, and powerful coming from a man who

Tackling Breast Cancer

ACI Hosts Breast Cancer Awareness Program

By Daniel J.

taff, volunteers, and the ACI chor filled the visitation room on

November 12, 2025, fo bring awareness to breast cancer.
The ACI choir started the event off with a musical selection fol-
lowed by Major Seima Brabham offering a heartfelt opening pray-
er. Human Resources Manager Lekeya
Chisolm orcheslrated the event as the Mis-
tress of Ceremonies. Chisolm stated,
“When you hear the words breast cancer,
you think of pink, nibbens, and silence.”
She went on to say that men are responsi-
ble for less than 1% of all cases and there
were 2,800 men diagnosed with breast
cancer this year in the U.S, We are to
“break the stigma that male breast cancer
i5 not met by surpnse,” remarked Chisolm.

Apostie Charlie Jenkins Jr., ¢o-

founder of Renewed Faith Intemational
Ministries in Allendale, SC, served as the
keynote speaker. While playing baseball in 2014, Jenkins origi-
nally thought that his pectoral muscle was sore from pitching, but
as the pain continued, he relented by going to the doctor at the
VA 1o seek answers. His results came back malignant and
spreading. During this time, Jenking clung Lo the message of Job
2 which says, ‘I have considered you for this.” He stated, “The
Lord gave me a peace in my heart. | would run six miles a day
five days a week " In 2015, Jenkins had his first surgery followed
by a second surgery in 2015 o remove both breasts. After under-
going chemo infusions, surgery, and radiation, Jenkins has been
cancer free since 2016, Jenkins uses his testimony to minister to
men that don't think they can get it and to women as well,

TACKLING BREAST CANCER
Ypsetie Charlie Jeukiom, Ir,
-(-b. Varvverbwol lestiation

stepped up to be a Liaison and program leader in his community.

John U. filled the stage with his beg frame and big per
sonality as the fourth and final speaker. Fairly uncommon at ACI,
John was a career criminal for most of his life. *F'm the black
sheep of the family,” he shared. going over much of his hstory
with the law. John's story led hem to ask God “What do You want
from me?” many times over the course of tus life. Through jail
time, substance abuse, and plain okd back luck, he ended up
working in a logging operation in a northern state. One day, when
a lellow worker had a miscarmage with his first child, John was
able 1o pull tam back from the edge, but only because he had that
same expenence years ago. With tears in his eyes, he said,
“When | asked Hm ‘whal do You want from me?,’ it wasn't about
me. To stop that young man from killing himself, that's what it was
about.”

“I believe that faith overcomes fear
every time.” ~Apostle Charlie Jenkins Jr.

When sharing how he faced this circumslance, he re-
marked, ‘| believe that fath overcomes fear every time. All | lost
was my eyebrows. What the dewil thought he was working for my
bad, God was working for my good. Know that God
can defiver you and set you free. There's somecne
that fought the same dewl before you and won.
When we remain mighty in faith, we are able to con-
quer this fight.” The theme of his message came
from Mark 10:27 which says, "And Jesus looking
upon them sath, With men it 1s impossible, but not
with God: for with God all things are possible.”

Associate Warden of Programs, Yvonne
Wilkins-Smith stressed to the audience the im-
portance of having an annual mammogram conduct-
ed due to the loss of her mother m 1987 at 55 years
of age from breast cancer. Warden Randall Williams
followed behind Wilkins-Smith by relating, “l wasn't
supposed to be here but the Lord ordered my steps and I'm glad
that I'm here. Someone close to me had cancer. With God, you
can do anything but fad.”

Residents were given the opportunity to participate in 2
tackhng breast cancer awareness poster awareness poster con-
test. Aloynius H. of Bamberg-A wing made a poster winning first
place with Matthew W. of Bamberg-B wing drawing a poster ob-
taining second place.

The ACI choir closed out the program in song followed
by participants being invited to enjoy hight refreshments and fel-
lowship with Apostle Jenkins and wife, Prophetess Patricia Ann
Jenkins.



ACI Celebrates 13% Annual Veterans Recognition Program

By Caleb M.

O n November 10, 2025, the ACI Veter-
an's Program hedd its 13" Annual
Veterans Recognition Celebration to honor
the: 50" Anniversary of the
end of the Vietnam Conflict.
250 years ago on November
10. 1775, marked the found
ing of the U.S. Marine Corps.
Veteran's Day was first cele-
brated at the end of World
War l.

IS T R

The wisitation room
was filled with veterans, staff,
volunteers, and residents o
commemorate the special cccasion. The
Band of Brothers did an outstanding job,
especially
on the Star
Spangled

| open up
' the cere
£ mony,
Former
Veteran Resident Andrew C. wrote the
song Angefs, which was performed by
Resident Julio C. Those in attendance in-
cluded retired Warden John Pate, Col.
Larry Morns who previously served as Ma-
wor at ACI, Chaplain Dwaght Wessinger,
and Captain Yiasha Smith who serves as
SCDC Division Director for Men's Outpa-

r—
; “ [ BISTE Y
P \hmnam (mﬂu

tient Mental Health, and keynote speaker
Major John Herms

Major Berms has a total of over

\K. -y

40 years of military service with the army
and as a CIA paramilitary officer. Originally
from Otwo, Herms came to South Carolina
to attend the Citadel as a cadet. Herms
showed participants a wdeo clip of his ex-
periences flying hebcopters m Afghanistan,
Captain Yiasha Smith followed
behind Herms, detailing her 15 years of
expenence in the Army National Guard in
Logistics and Personnel Management,
before pursuing & career with SCOC. She
caught the audience off guard when she
asked them, “When was the last time you
showed up for something that you didn't
want 107" When it came to the topic of
leadership, Smith stated, “Leadership isn't
aboul rank, it's about influence. We are to
lead by example and stay calm under pres-

Second Stories on Stage Event
Four More Residents Connect from the Stage

By Sofia C.

ZPa what you've lost,

sure.” In regards to
the residents in at
tendance omith
nsisted, "You
:, can focus on

& or you can focus
= 00 what you can become:. Find your
purpose and stay consistent.”

The ACI Veterans group rec-
ognized staff and resident veterans m

‘TNAM \'ETERM attendance by providing a small plaque

and Viemam Veteran flag to them while

other staff receved a plague with an
Amencan flag in remembrance of the 50
year end to the Vietnam Conflict, hand-
made by Thom D. Former Warden John
Pate, Col. Larry Momis, Captain Yiasha
Smith, Major John Herms, and Chaplain
Dwight Wessinger were recognized during
this time for their service 10 our country
Resident combat veterans that were recog-
nized included: John H., John B, Thomas
M., and James W. Resident veterans built
the displays and organized all event prepa-
ratons.

Warden Randall Williams gave
the closing remarks and shared that his
dad died in active duty. The Velerans Color
Guard closed the ceremony with the re-
tneval of the colors.

he ACI Drama Club has hosted their highly acclaimed Stories  closed the event by reminding the audience that they too can

on Stage evenl for the second time. After impressing audi-
ence members in October with deeply personal stones, four new
speakers took the spotlight on December 4, 2025, haping to im-

pact someone's life for the better.

along.”

The event fealured louching presentations by residents

Demans G., Danny M., Jermaine J., Dyshon R., as well as staff
member Preston Ellison. Qutstanding quotes include, *America,
hear this clear: We ain't broke, we're brussed,” by Dyshon R. in his
opening poem and, “Don't lose your purpose in what people think
and how they feel about you,” by speaker Danny M,

~Rodney M.

The Drama Club intends to continue Stories on Stage as
a monthly event. With a bigger audience than in October, the
powerful message must be getting attention. Host Rodney M

make a difference by speaking in the next event. He sad, “We
don't want to be vulnerable here because we want 10 ook tough,
but | want everyone in the population here to know: you are not

“We don't want to be vulnerable here because
we want to look tough, but | want everyone in
the population here to know: you are not alone.”



Incarcerated Fathers Reconnect with their Children
The Fatherhood Initiative Brings Hope

By Tommy T.
he Character Restoration Iniiative (C.R.1) at Allendale the likelihood of reentry success, including lega
Correctional Institution (A.C.1.} in Fairfax, South Caroli- employment

na, 15 comprised of men and women from Saint Luke's An-
glican Church on Hilton Head Island and other Low Country
residents. CRI's mission statement is: To inspire and em-
power imprisoned men with the characler and skills for suc-

6) Incarcerated fathers who do not participate in father.
ing programs arc more likely to exhibit behavioral
programs while incarcerated.

cessful reentry into society. This is accomplished through The outcomes we hope lo achieve are to:
programs in spiritual, educational, and vocational program- 1) Increase pro-fathening knowledge, allitude, and
ming. These are led by a resident program leader to ensure skills.

it remams on task, manages resources provided by CRI,
and meets goals. Members of the CRI board meet with ACI
program leaders weekly.

2) Increase the frequency of healthy interaction with
children and their mothers.

3) Increase the likelihood of family reunification.
CRI recently asked program leaders fo research a

selected set of programs and report back which would be 4} Increase the likelihood of reentry success.
most beneficial. They voted in support of Inside Out Dad, a 5) Extend outcomes include a decrease in behavior-
program recognized by the National Fatherhood Initiative al infractions/disciplinanes in prison duning and

with a 30-year evidence-based history. Inside Out Dad is
run in all 50 states and has been implemented in at keast 25
states as their parenting program of choce.

after participation, and a decrease in recidivism.

On September 21, 2025, an overview was held for
50 interested residents, The group was individually inter-

Why Inside Out Dad? Inside Out Dad 15 designed  yiawed on Seplember 9 to start the initial cohort in late
for incarcerated fathers of any age, including new fathers,  September.

grandfathers, and father in the reentry ime frame. Inside
Out Dad is complelely inclusive, suitable for fathers of all
races, religions, and ethnicities.

How have your worked on yourself dunng incarcer-
ation—emotionally, mentally, or spiritually—to prepare for
fatherhood? It is thanks to groups like the CRI, the Church

This is why we need this program: Mouse, and Saint Luke's Anglican that we will be able to
1) One in three children in the U.S. grows up in a home  answer such questions with hope for family reunification and
without his or her biological father. a lower recidivism rale.

2) Lack of father involvemenl increases the risk thal
children will suffer from a range of social, emotional,
and physical ills.

3) Absence of the father increases the risk that children,
especially boys, will go to prison.

4) Children of incarcerated fathers are at a greater risk
of being incarcerated.

5) The lack of connection of inmate fathers to their fami-
lies increases the risk of recidivism and decreases



2025 T.E.S.A Graduation

By Caleb M.

A total of twenty-two graduates. five Teachers Training Teach-
ers (T for T) graduales, and eleven facilitators were recog-
nized on December 16, 2025, in the Multi-purpose building for the
Teacher Expectation Student Achievement (TESA) graduation.
Resident Damen 5. served as the Emeee offening the opening
remarks and thanking each of the facilitators for &l of their hard
work for persevenng through the longest lasting TESA class al
ACI.

Class Valedictonian Jerel M. asked the audience,
“Without success, who are you? Take what you've gained from
TESA and apply it o the rest of your life.” Caleb M. was recog-
nized as the Class Salutatorian, As ACI opens new doors for ca-
reer opportunities upon release he said, “We are the people who
will be the pioneers to the vocational movement at Allendale”

Prior to awarding certificates to graduates and facilitators
along with Program Director Dr. Thomas Conner, Program Lead-
er Comelius D. told participants, “Once you're a TESA man, you
learn how to overcome some things. IU's about facilitating and
making things better.” Dr. Conner encouraged graduates to “Don't
just sit there, do something. The last thing you want o do s just
sit there and not use what you've leamed”

Staff remarks were offered by both Re-entry Specialist
Preston Ellison and Warden Randall Wilkiams. Mr. Ellison said,
“Y'all made il. We started with forty-seven residents and finished
with only twenty-two, Y'all have been given a big task: to help
teach guys and equip them before you go home. You're all here
fo help somebody.” Warden Williams followed after Mr, Elison by
remarking, “You're like a fratemity, a brotherhood. You're held to
a higher standard. Are you ready to walk the talk?”

Through a collaborative %
effort and extensive meeling with %
‘v‘uarde_n Withams, AW Wilkins-Smith, 9
Mr. Ellison, and Dr. Conner, they
discussed ways for ACI's Vocational
Training Institute (VTI} to successtully equip residents with the
skills they need poor Lo release 1o land a successiul career that
they're passionate about compared 10 just a regular job thal
doesn't fulfill their purpose. Comelius D offered the closing re-
marks followed by Resident Said P. giving the blessing of the
food.

TESA (Traming for Educators in Student Achsevement)
was created ten years ago by Dr. Thomas Conner 0 transform
classroom dynamics by integrating advanced education strategies
and communication techniques, TESA plays a critical role in
equipping facilitators with the skills necessary to teach Allendale’s
Character Housing Units.

The outcome Is measurable m student retenbon and
performance, driven by educators who are empowered o imple-
ment best practices in teaching and communication. Join TESA
and commit Lo elevating the education expenence for teachers
and students alike,

“Once you're a TESA man, you learn how to
overcome some things. It's about facilitating
and making things better." ~Comelius D.

Christmas Poinsettias Bnghten Up ACI

By Daniel J.

the main lobby and bring vibrancy to the institubon as a
whole. Jumpstart volunteers Gwen Johnson, Stephen Dickson.
and Valenda Black each donated a poinsetba as well as John
Handfield of Where is God? Ministnes.

Associate Warden of Programs Yvonne Wilkins-Smith,
Lt Teresa Cave, Maidroom Supervisor Angela Rowe, Commis-
sary Supervisor James Rowe, and Officer Carol Bryant on Cap-
tain Behlin's shift each donated one poinsettia while Lt Sexton
donated two. The mstitution is thankful when we ¢an come fo-
gether in unity to make ACI a brighter and better place.

Various staff and volunteers donated poinsettias to decorate w \J @ ‘% ;

- — -




Wigglesworth Ministries ACI Christmas Concert

By William M.

Tom and Terry Wigglesworth of Wigglesworth Ministries pre-
sented their Chnstmas Congert in the gym on December 11,
2025, featunng Dave: Roy.

Mark B. provided a heartfelt invocation to set the tone
and brng residents, staff, and volunteers into Ged's presence.
This event always uplifts spirits and the holiday sing-a-long wilh
staffl and residents was no exception. The ACI worship team
along with Wigglesworth Minestries led residents in song with such
favorites as Jingfe-befl Rock, Joy to the World, and Silent Night.

Dave Roy performed amazing guitar sokos to lwo of his
favontes: Europa and Nearer My God fo Thee, which was dedi-
cated to his best fiend, Matt, who recently passed away.

The ACI choir and Prison 1o Promise Worship Team
each pedormed a musical selection. Oceans and | Will Trust was
performed by the ACI choir as well as Light of the Worid by Prison
to Promise.

In magnsficent fashion, Terry amazed us with Sweet Lt-
tle Jesus Boy and Mary Did You Know. As a finale, Dave and

Terry sang O Haly Night.

Charity Ministry of Hope Brings Hope to ACI

ACI Celebrates Its Holiday Feeding
By Daniel J.

harity Minstry of Hope located in Florence, SC, provided the

annual holiday feeding for the general population of ACI resi-
dents on Thursday. December 18, 2025, in the Program Center.
Each resident was provided with delicious grilled chicken, green
beans, yellow noe, macaroni and cheese, a dinner roll, and des-
sert. This was the first time that residents were given a holiday
feeding since December 2022,

Addy Graham coordinaled the event along with Jose-
phine Burgess, Tianna Smith, and Makema Kallen. When asked
why she chose to cater a Chnistmas meal to a prison facility, Gra-
ham stated, “Christmas is my favorite time of the year and | feel
that everyone should have a special meal.” Graham receives sup-
port from law firms as she previously served as a certified parale-
gal while attending law scheol. She is also an ordained minister
and ACI residents look forward fo hearing her speak in church
services in the upcoming year. The ministry’s mission is 1o pro-
vide hope in the midst of darkness to others going through trying
times. Their vision is to serve as a slepping stone for those re-
leased from prison to have as much nomalcy as possible

and to see their lives touched. Charity Ministry of Hope is a """

non-profit organization that has 12-15 volunteers including
seven teenagers, one of which is Graham's daughter who
loves serving in monthly feedings and has expressed that
they would ke to do more of them.

This ministry assists formerly incarcerated individu-
als to get their IDs, gives scholarships to go to college rang-

To close out this year's feslv-
ies, Tom provided the blessing for
families and instituton and the closing
prayer & Lucas R. led the group in
Feliz Navidad.

When asked her favorite part about coming to the ACI
Christmas Concert, Terry Wigglesworth said, “Seeng the men,
especially the Standing Tall graduates.” Resident Roy S. said his
favonte part of the concert was “hearing Dave Roy's guitar solos.”

Tom left us with some interesting wisdom about the gifl
of salvation that Christ has given us. ACI accepls that gift and we
will use it. Standing Tall and Wigglesworth Ministies will see you
in 2026,

ing from $500 to $1,000, provides toys for children at Chrstmas,
and hosts family events o reurite fathers with their children and
famibes. Graham previously served in prison ministry in Colorado
and upon moving to South Carolina, the Lord laid it on her heart
while in prayer to start this ministry exght years ago. Another rea-
son for starting this ministry was due to having an incarcerated
nephew. When asked how she ended up at ACI, she said, *| print-
ed off the list of the 21 prisons in SC and Allendale was at the top
of the list. | was originally told no that | couldn't feed the yard, but

W Wilkins-Smith reached out three weeks later and said yes
and we were ecstatic!” Graham mentioned that she has previous-
ly fed residents at Evans Cl as well.

Sam’s Club and Piggly Wiggly donated portions of food
for this worthy cause while New Ebenezer Baptist Church in Flor-
ence allowed the team to use their facilities to grill the chicken
and make food preparations. ACI residents were beyond thankful
for Charity Ministry of Hope's willingness 1o feed the general pop-
ulation.
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The John R. Pate Program Center Reopens
By Jerry F.

fter a lengthy shutdown, the Program Center has reopened, providing much needed classroom space. The Character Restora:

tive Initiative (CRI) has a goal 1o buik two additional classrcoms. For now, quadrants have been set up to accommodate multiple
classes at once.

Classes available mclude the following:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Program Leaders Meeting TESA Leadership Development TESA

Drama ! Creative Writing Going Home Sustainable Living Journalism

JumpStart Fatherhood Where is God Beekeeping

Arabic Digital Arts Guitar 4 Life Digital Arts
CDL Teaching Scripture NAANEA
Book Club Celebrate Recovery Fresh Start
Leather Craft ~ MAT Fatherhood
ARP Floriculture Quilting

Standing Tall

In addition to classes, the Program Center ibrary is now open for residents to visit on their dorms scheduled day.

Monday: Colleton
Tuesday: Bamwell
Wednesday: Hamplon
Thursday: Bamberg

The upcoming year promises to bring new classes to the community. Be on the lookout for postings in your dorm.




