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ACI 2025 G.E.D. Graduation

By Sofia C.

Twenty one residents eamed their High-Schoeol General and the example they set each day. “We all have time here,” he
Equivalency Diploma (G.E.D.) at ACI for the 2024-2025 said. “Time fo reflect, and more importantly, time to grow.”
term. Eleven of these men entered the visitation rcom on Thurs-
day, July 25, 2025, dressed in black gradualion caps and gowns.
As family members, Palmetto Unified School District Staff, and
ACI administration looked on, the graduates received diplomas
exemplifying their hard work and perseverance. With them, 19
residents eamed Vocational Carpentry Certificates, and nine
camed Commercial Driver's License Certificates.

It tcok many people to help the graduates succeed, from
in-dorm Comerslone G.E.D. teachers, 1o PUSD staff, 1o Educa-
tional Teaching Assistants. This unified effort reminds us that
educaton is not a singular actvity, but @ community accomplish-
ment

The celebration focused on the G.E.D. graduates. Ten
graduates re-entered society "educated and empowered,” PUSD
Regional Pancipal Emanued Alston said. During his speech titied,
“A New Beginning: Tuming Negatives into Positives,” Valedicton-
an Matthew S. spoke of the |1 G.E.D. graduates remaining at ACI,

A Small Show of Honor

Veterans Come Out for Annual Flag Lowering
By David B.

£
G

Inside this issue:

Juneteenth

~

o
a
SN
ra

Colleton & 8arn- 3

well

O n Memonial Day 2025, 20 of ACI's veterans were
in attendance for the ten minute Lowering of the
Flag Ceremony honoring all of the centuries past fallen
Brothers and Sisters.
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A short speech was given by John H. in which
he reminded that “no matter what small part we played
in our service, no matter where we served, be il over- ress
seas or stateside, we are all still honored velerans.”
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Celebrating the Culture

ACl's 5th Annual Juneteenth 2025 Program

By Daniel J.

e-Entry Specialist Preston Ellison coordinated ACI's 5th An-

nual Juneteenth Celebration on Thursday, June 19, 2025, in
the Mult-Purpose Building. Juneteenth was made a federal holi-
day in 2020 to commemorate the emancipation of enslaved peo-
ple in the U.S.

The evenl was rooted in American history. Prior to the
event, participants completed two laps around the institutional
yard to symbolize the two and a half years it took slaves in Gal-
veston, TX 1o be informed of their refease from bondage after
President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclama-
tion in 1863. Residents watched a brief video segment which ex-
plained the holiday's background.

Bobby J. sang the African-Amencan National Anthem,
‘Lift Every Voice.” Resident Darius N. served as the Master of
Ceremonies and informed participants that the red in the African

flag represents the blood shed of the ancestors that were slain,
He said, "Let’s change first, then inspire.” For the first time in his-
fory in the 2020-2021 season, residents were informed that the
NFL started ten African-American quarterbacks.

Resident Kevin B. shared the influence of African-
Amencans in fashion, film, and television. He shared that the ex-
pansive influence on social media and trends equates to milions
of dollars. He then stressed the importance of doing research for
a busmness plan while incarcerated and using this time wisely.

Digital Arts Program Leader Danny M. and Resident
Diovanta W. performed “Everybody Wanna See Me Fail”. Danny
M. inspired residents by reminding them “that in order to be reha-
biliated, we gotta first stop complaining and realize that we have a
choice. Start accepting and appreciating the freedoms you have.
If you don't sacrifice, what are you gonna accomplish?"

Guitar 4 Life Summer Concert

By Jalen Q.

O n July 23, 2025, ten live acts came together to biow the
dooars off the hot, gnat-filled multi-purpose building. Stellar
vocals, acoustic, electric and bass guitars, keyboards, drums, and
all the gizmos and gadgets necessary to ‘bring the noise” seemed
to transform the venue to a small town in the middle of nowhere,
where it wasn't about record deals or getting paid, but rather the
love of music and the joy of playing it for others.

Guitar 4 Life Program Volunteer Mark Epps was there to
not only witness the show but shred his guitar. I've been playing
guitar for over 35 years,” he said, adopting his trademark smile.
‘But I've never seen as many performers with as much talent as
I've seen here.'

The crowd of 100 or so who sang, clapped, and nodded
their heads along to their favorite acts spoke 1o their appreciation
for the event. “This is a very positive experience!” saii Resident
Jordan A. "It brought people together and gives us hope.”

The Guitar 4 Hope program offers this hope to partici-
pants, not just on commemorative days such as this, but every
day in music rooms across the yard, as beginning guitarists to
experts, and everyone in between, indulge their passion for a
wide range of music.

Epps shared what role a guitar could play in a person’s
life. *It can be like a companion, like a puppy or a pet, always night
there when you need it the most.”

Music Program Leader, Resident Antonio T. acted as
Emcee and looks forward to future events, Most of this event's
performers are housed in Bamberg but there is hope that Hamp-
ton’s musicians will follow suit with an event of their owm in late
November.




Welcome Aboard Colleton and Barnwell

By Jerry F.

B arnwell and Colleton have been officially designated as CBU
units. In honor of the occasion, the Character Restoration
Initiative (CRI) hosted a commemorative event on July 24, 2025,

Residents from both dorms spoke about the opportuni-
ties going forward. Colleton resident Kamell E. said that “Today is
only a spark, but it will spread like wildfire.”

Bamwell resident Robert P. spoke about the benefits of
living by a respect-based social contract and thanked all of the
facilitators as well as the volunteers.

The Reverend Greg Kronz was in attendance and spoke
to the assembly. He said that “knowdedge itself is not enough to
succeed; you also have to have good character”

Other volunteers were on hand to suppoert the residents
including Ms. Camille Nairn, Ms. Meredith Kronz, and Rob Cush-
man, who reminded, "Character is the foundation that the pro-
gram is built on.”

AW Operations Shawanda Washington thanked Lt
Yolanda Aldridge for “setting the tone.” as Lt Aldndge was pre-
sented a leather pocketbook by the residents of Bamwell as a
token of appreciation. AW Programs Yvonne Wilkins-Smith
thanked the residents for "living the Sccial Contract,” and also
acknowledged long-serving NAJAAEA Volunteer Mike Znackho
and praised his commitment to bringing the message of recovery
to residents.

Before refreshments were served to the graduates, ACI's
new Chaplain Phillip Daly closed the proceedings with a poignant
prayer, wishing all the residents and guests well.

Denmark Tech Graduates Six ACl Residents

By Sofia C.

uesday, May 277, 2025, celebrated the second yearly gradu-

ation of ACI residents from Denmark Technical College. Six
graduated with an Associate degree in Applied Science in Busi-
ness Administration. The resident graduates James B., Jeffrey H.,
Jalen O, James H., Marcus M., and Nathan R. all graduated with
honors.

The graduates were welcomed as alums by Denmark
Tech President Dr. Willie L. Todd Jr. and Vice President A. Clifton
Myles. Rather than the typical orange prson outfit, the men wore
Denmark blue gowns. In a touching speech, Vice President Miles
encouraged the graduates fo keep leaming and succeeding,
promising, “We are your family today.”

*The intention is not to see through others, but to see
others through.” Dr. Wilke Todd

With a degree, even ex-felons will find that there are
plenty of job opportunities upon release. Denmark Tech gradu-
ates will be well-positioned when they get out because the college
will continue to help with vocational training, job search, and
more, ACI and Denmark Tech are proud 10 team up together to
help incarcerated people better themselves. Todd said in his ad-
dress, “The intention is not 1o see through others, but to see oth-

ers through.”
A
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The Magic of Shakespeare

By Jerry F.

M ix in a litthe magic and throw in some Shakespeare, and
what do you get? According ko George Younts, you get
edutainment. What better word to describe what the residents of
ACI got to experience Thursday, June Sth, 2025.

Younts became inferested in theatre and the performing
arts while still in high school. Since then he has worked as an
actor, designer, producer, and playwrighL. He has over twenty-
five productions of Shakespeare on his resume and is 2 member
of the faculty at the Charleston County School of Arts. And of
course, he also leaches Shakespeare along with improv comedy
and magic.

On this day, Younts wowed the crowd with skeight of
hand. all while defivering a masterful monologue of Shake-
speare. Members of the audience were invited to participate in
the “Gnomeo and Juliet™ trick. Two volunteers held upside down
coned shaped hats while Younts placed a number of tiny
gnomes in each one using a littke misdirection in order to con-
found the audience as to where the missing gnome was.

He performed this trick all while reciting a sonnet in
iambic rhyming pattem. You gel that style of poem when the
rythm consists of one syllable that is not accented or stressed,
followed by one syllable that is accented or stressed.

He developed his love of magic when, as a child in the
70's, his dad and him would watch the Doug Henning show at
their home in Chicago. The show had magic and featured Bozo
the Clown. He started leaming card tricks and doing prop magic,
and got really good.

One day, Younts decided to combine his two favorite
passions, magic and Shakespeare. He says, “You can't just do
magic, you have to have stage presence, something to fill in the
gaps and keep the audience engaged.” He wenlt on lo say that
“people tend to get bored with one or the other, but with the two
combined you never leave them hanging.”

Younts may be a magician, but he is also a teacher at
heart. During his show, he constantly engages his audience and
gives perspective on the life and times of William Shakespeare.
He explained that in Shakespeare's day, they didn't have illumi-
naled stages. You couldnt put a spotight on the actor and black
oul the audience. The actor had to make eye contact and keep
the crowd engaged. He applies the same method in his own
shows.

Younts is a traditbonalist and romantic at hearl. He

teaches Shakespeare using contemporary style language to
make it more translatable, but only performs it in its original text.

Addiction Awareness Event

By Daniel J.

O n Thursday, July 10, 2025, NAJAA/EA Volunteer Mike
Znachko hosted an Addiction Awareness Event for new
amvals. The event served to introduce them to recovery pro-
grams within each dorm and on the yard.

Znachko explained what addiction is, and what it isn't
He shared, “Often when guys are exposed to the issues, they are
unable or unwilling to believe they have a problem.” Addiction
awareness is not about stopping drinking or whatever you strug-
gle wath, it's to discover why you do it,

Znachko has served as a volunteer at ACI for 15 years,
trying to break down the myths of addiction. “Everyone is an ad-
dict to something,” he said, “Yet many don't recognize it. Addic-

tion is hiding pain — something to make us feel good.” Znachko
asserted that pain normally starts in early childheod, called trau-
ma, which has lasting damage, as experiences before the age of
five are critical,

A handout titied, “Tree of Addiction” was distributed to
the audience. On the tree, all branches symbolized some kind of
addiction: religion, sex, gambling, people, work, foed, drugs, and
alcohol. The roots of addiction consist of loneliness, fear, shame,
gnef, anger, hereditary factors, as well as physical, spiritual, sexu-
al, and emotional abuse. Znachko reinforced the NAJAA/EA prom-
ise that seldom has anybody failed who has completely followed
the program. Cont'donp. 5



Addiction Awareness Cont'd from pg. 4

Emotions Anonymous (EA) is a 12-step program helping
individuals identify the root causes of addictions and compulsive
behaviors. It motvates one to understand feelings and find solu-
tions to cope with and overcome addictive forming behaviors. The
program assures: Much depends on our own attitudes. As we
leam to place our problems in their true perspective, we find they
lose their power to dominate our thoughts and our lives.

Everyone has emotions, Emotions make up our feelings
and actons as a2 human being and an indvidual, Emotions are
our driving force and EA helps identify the causes of addictions
and compulsive behaviors through recognizing the emotions and
feelings that are the roots of drug addiction and behawioral issues.
Once we are able to identify these factors it helps us to find solu-
tions in order to change.

Residents leamed that smoking pot just a few times a

week critically damages memory and causes cognitive abnormali-
ties. Teenagers who use marijuana are 60% more likely to drop
out of high school. People tend to avoid seeking out help when
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struggling with drugs or alcohol dependency. The biggest problem
is admitting the problem.

NA/AAEA Program Leader Jason J. stated “It's a pro-
gram to give you the steps that you need to change. | stayed high
my first ten years in pnson... but I've been sober for the last five
years" Jason J. shared that "God will not change the conditon of
people until they change the condition of themselves.”

Znachko closed with an analegy: “Dealing with your
feelings is like taking an onion and peeling it layer by layer until
you get 1o the core of the wssue.”

Solomon S., a new armival, shared how much he learmed
and expressed a desire 10 leam more. A rotating twelve step-
program that varies between NAVAAJEA is offered each week in
Education, Room 118 on Thursdays at 9 a.m, which is an open
meeting and all are welcome to attend.

He Turned His Life Around after Four Decades:
Addiction, Prison, and Medicated Assistance Treatment (MAT)

By Sofia C.

arl W. didn't look like your stereotypical drug addict. Thirty-

nine years of abuse had taught him how to hide the signs to
all but the most experienced eyes. Regina Davis, CPSS, recog-
nized those signs in their one-on-one recovery meeting. In that
moment, Earl admitted 1o another relapse ~ he had screwed it all
up yet again. Davis looked at him that moming, gathered her
composure, and met his eyes. “Well, | guess we've got some
work to do,” she said.

It all began on the streets of Badaxe, Michigan. Earl
lived a normal life, a teenager having fun with his friends — drink-
ing or smoking occasionally. Sometimes he would drink or smoke
marijuana just for fun. Sadly, peer pressure got fo Earl. He soon
became addicted to alcohol, and that addiction grew to include
meth.

Living with drug addiction is not easy, and Earl soon
leamed this. In 1995, after six years of use, Earl knew he had a
problem. He talked to his boss and went to rehab. Sadly, he
talked his way out of admittance to the program. He explains, "I
didn't understand addiction. | blamed the rehab program, but |
later realized it was my fault.” Only a week later, he caught the

charge that would put him in prison for life.

According to criminal justice theory, one of the five pur-
poses of incarceration is inhibition — preventing inmates from en-
gaging in further criminal activity. This does not often work for
addicts. In actuality, most prisons have lucrative black markets
where incarcerated pecple can obtain illegal drugs. Many addicts
will continue 1o find ways to get high, as did Earl.

Earl kept getting high for many years to come. As he did,
his life continued falling apart. Being in prison for life is rough, but
it is much worse when family shuts you away. That is what it ook
for Earl to start looking for help.

In 2015, Ear realized that not only were drugs a bad
habit, they had ruined his life. The problem is — it's not easy for an
addict to stop using. Not having drugs to cope is unbearable for
many people, especially after 30 years of use. Earl did not find
help right away. The system often works that way for people with
life sentences, focusing resources on those who will getoutm a
couple of years.

Cont'donp.6




MAT Cont'd from p. 5

For six years, Ear struggled against this addiction that
he could not break. Sometimes, he tried to quit, but he didn't
have the will to do it alone. He went as far as packing up his be-
longings. Earl was ready to go to lockup, the most restrictive part
of prison, just to be separated from temptation.

But before he took that fateful step. a staff member inter-
ceded and introduced Earl to Qualified Mental Health Profession-
al Kimberly Hicks, and two Certified Peer Support Specialists
(CPSS) Regina Davis and Sarah Hart. Together, they were able
to understand Ear's addiction. Although it didn't go away over-
mght, Earl leamed how he could manage his addiction. It wasn't
easy. After 35 years of abuse, drugs change the very chemistry
of the brain. Earl had a physical need to get high, and for him,
prolonged abstinence just wasn't feasible.

Thus began the battle for what would heip combat drug
dependency: Medicated Assisled Treatment, MAT for short. MAT
is a pharmaceutical, often Vivitrol or Naltrexone, which helps the
brain deal with the lack of a drug it has become reliant upon. MAT
can be expensive, around $1,700 for a shot, but government pro-
grams exist o help people afford the treatment. Even prisons
offer MAT as a way to rehabilitate inmates. Earf’s problem was
that SCOC would not provide MAT for an inmate with a life sen-
tence,

Earl, with Hicks at his side, fought o try to get this policy
changed. He worked with Hicks for 16 months, trying to change
the opinions of Administrators at SCOC Headquarters. He even
testified in front of other people, overcoming his fear of public
speaking.

In 2023, after 39 years of struggling with addiction and
its negative effects, Earl succeeded in changing policy. SCDC
could now provide MAT for drug addiction to inmates with life
sentences. Earl was quick to start on MAT after the change.

Now, Earl has tumed his life around. With the treatment,
the cravings that he once fell have ceased, Earl remains drug
free. He has even reconnected contact with his family.,

For Earl, MAT has made a huge difference in his ie. He
still thinks about drugs from time to time, “It's always going to
enter you mind,” but even after nearly forty years of use, the
treatment takes away the urge 10 use.

CPSS Hart is ACI's point of contact for MAT. Her job is
to help residents who are addicted to opiates, alcohol, and other
drugs by providing counseling and MAT, as appropriate. After two
decades of addiction and nearfy as much time sober, CPSS Hart

kncws how her clients feel. And she knows how to deal with it,
“You can't do it by yourself. You have to have someone in your
comer.” She grins. “Someone like me.”

Hart believes in the program and offers help to residents
of ACI at no cost. Perhaps even more important, CPSS Hart pairs
treatment with counseling that helps residents to understand their
addiction and teaches them how o live with it. She will even help
sel up this treatment for people who are released from prison so
they can stay clean for life.

Earl's story may end with him in prison for the rest of his
life, but he is not a defeated man. He overcame his struggles with
abuse, but enly with the help of people who care. If you or some-
one you know is struggling with substance abuse, contact CPSS
Hart, Her job is to help — not punish.



